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Tong noted that this distinction, while not perfect,

helps explain not only why some radical feminists embrace the concept of 
androgyny and others eschew it, but also why some radical feminists view both 
sex and reproduction as oppressive, even dangerous for women and why oth-
ers view these aspects as liberating, even empowering for women. . . . [R]adical 
feminists are not afraid to take exception to each other’s views [italics added].35

Suggested strategies for social change among some radical feminists include overthrowing 
patriarchal relations, developing methods of biological reproduction to permit women’s 
sexual autonomy, and establishing women-centered social institutions and women-only 
organizations. Other radical feminists celebrate gender differences, particularly women’s 
special capacities or talents; however, these feminists do not pose gender differences in 
the framework of power relations.36

One of the criticisms of radical-libertarian and radical-cultural feminism is that they need 
to reconcile the split between themselves in an effort to avoid polarization, particularly 
in the area of sexuality. Even though radical-libertarian feminists are hesitant about 
consensual heterosexuality, they maintain that these relationships can be pleasurable for 
women. Radical-cultural feminists warn against the dangers of heterosexuality and have 
implied that there is no such thing as consensual heterosexuality. Thus, according to this 
view, “only lesbians are capable of consensual sex in a patriarchal society.”37 Citing Ann 
Ferguson, a socialist feminist, Tong notes that there is no one universal “function” for 
human sexuality.38

Marxist and Socialist Feminism
Some scholars maintain that while it is possible to 
distinguish between Marxist feminism and socialist 
feminism, it is difficult, particularly because these 
two perspectives’ differences are more an issue of 
emphasis than of substance.39 Marxist feminism 
places gender in the context of production meth-
ods. The burdens of physical and social reproduc-
tion in the home are operated and reinforced in a 
male-dominated economic and political order.40 The 
causes of gender inequality are due to hierarchical 
relations of control with the increase of private 
property and ownership among men. Class relations 
are primary, and gender relations are secondary.41 
An insightful example of such gender and class rela-
tions is housework. Traditionally, housework has 
been delegated to women; however, housework does 
not produce surplus value or profit. Thus, some 
do not consider this labor. van Hooff conducted 
semi-structured interviews to examine dual-career 
heterosexual couples’ explanations and justifica-
tions for the division of housework that followed 
more traditional gender roles. Table 12.2 provides 
some examples of these explanations and justificat

Marxist feminism: 
a perspective of crime 
that emphasizes men’s 
ownership and control of 
the means of economic 
production; similar to 
critical or radical feminism 
but distinguished by its 
reliance on the concept of 
economic structure.

socialist feminism: 
feminist theories that 
moved away from 
economic structure (e.g., 
Marxism) and placed 
a focus on control of 
reproductive systems; 
believes that women 
should take control of 
their own bodies and 
reproductive functions via 
contraceptives.

Women’s Liberation 
Movement protesters 
marching down 5th 
Avenue in New York in 
1970.
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